
PROTECTING CHILDREN AND ADULTS IN THE DIOCESE OF ORANGE: AN OVERVIEW

• CREATING an Office of Child and Youth Protection to support 
parishes and schools in the Diocese with their ongoing commitment 
to create a safe environment
 
• PROVIDING mandatory Safe Environment training for all 
adults – including clergy -  who work or volunteer with children 
and youth, as well as Safe Environment training for children
 
• CONDUCTING extensive and comprehensive background 
screening and fingerprinting services for all priests, deacons, 
educators and all other adults working with children and youth 
in parishes and schools
 
• REQUIRING parish and school sites to maintain accurate 
records of fingerprinting and background screening and safe  
environment training, to ensure all required employees and 
clergy adhere to the diocesan-wide requirement
 
• INCORPORATING safety education programs to curriculum 
at schools and parishes. These programs provide age-appropriate 
education for our children and information for teachers and 
parents

Additionally, the Diocese was the first in California, and is currently 
among only three dioceses across the state, to voluntarily  
release the names of priests who have been accused of abuse 
and misconduct. The list can be found at: 
RCBO.org/resource/chartered-priests/

If you have been a victim of sexual abuse by clergy or a church 
representative, please call the Diocesan Toll Free Reporting 
Line, 1-800-364-3064.

Learn more about the working happening across the Diocese of 
Orange to ensure all children and adults are free to worship in 
an environment that is safe, compassionate and welcoming at: 
SafeRCBO.org

Most Rev. Kevin Vann, Bishop of Orange, 
continues to reaffirm the Diocese of 
Orange’s commitment to protecting 
children and young people by creating a 
safe environment throughout the Diocese. 
The Diocese implemented in 2002 a 
comprehensive approach to protect 
children and young people, and partners 

closely with law enforcement to ensure all accusations of abuse 
are investigated and those responsible for crimes are held 
accountable, both in the eyes of the law and in the face of the 
Lord. The Diocese safe environment approach is consistently 
being revaluated to ensure all those entrusted in our care, 
regardless of age or gender, are protected and that those who 
are victimized receive the support they need. The Diocese has 
created an extensive and comprehensive education and back-
ground check programs for all clergy and lay staff members. 

OTHER ACTIONS THE DIOCESE HAS TAKEN INCLUDE:
 
• ESTABLISHING an Oversight Review Board tasked with 
investigating and evaluating any and all claims of abuse. The 
board is made up primarily of professional lay people, including 
a physician, lawyers, a retired judge, former FBI personnel, a 
psychologist, law enforcement personnel and a school principal. 
The board also includes four priests and 1 religious sister. 
 
• COOPERATING with law enforcement and appropriate 
agencies in reporting incidents and allegations of sexual abuse 
and cooperating fully with investigations. 
 
• NOTIFYING parishes and schools where the accused is 
serving of allegations and investigations. 

• ENSURING seminaries provide psychological screening and 
education to men applying for admission to the priesthood

LETTER FROM
BISHOP VANN

SAFERCBO.ORG

My dear sisters and brothers in the Lord,

I first wrote to you concerning this time of great scandal and tribula-

tion in our Church on August 15, the Feast Day of the Annunciation. 

With prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary for her intercession, my let-

ter began discussing how people in leadership, particularly among 

the episcopacy, have failed you, the people of God. I asked our 

priests here in our diocese to help me spread the word by reading 

the letter at Mass along with the prayer of Psalm 51. The letter read 

at many of the Masses the following Sunday, August, 19, posted on 

my blog, and published in the Orange County Catholic.   

The following week I heard that some parishioners were confused 

as to why I asked our congregations to pray Psalm 51. After all, the 

faithful sitting in the pews are not the members of the clergy who 

are under international scrutiny for serious offenses. To clarify, I 

asked that the prayer by led by the priest, either alone or with the 

congregation. I was explicit that a lay person or a deacon was not 

to lead the prayer because I want our clergy to witness with me 

that as priests we are called to serve as Christ did. Also, Psalm 51 is 

known as a “penitential psalm” because it is prayed in the Liturgy 

of the Hours by the entire Church each Friday as a sign of penance 

and reparation.  
   
At the end of that week I wrote you another letter. I had learned of 

the eleven page testimony given by the Most Reverend Carlo Maria 

Viganò on August 22, 2018 and released (in English) on August 25, 

2018. Noting that the former second in command in the Apostolic 

Nunciature, Msgr. Jean Francois Lantheaume, has stated that Arch-

bishop Viganò told “the truth,” I would add that I see Archbishop 

Viganò as a man of integrity, having known him for many years.

Given the grave accusations leveled by the former apostolic 

nuncio, I maintain that it is necessary for the Holy Father to ensure 

that a competent investigation be undertaken swiftly. The truth of 

each accusation having been established, just penalties should be 

imposed upon those found guilty with the goal of repairing scandal 

and restoring justice. 

The questions raised deserve answers that are conclusive and based 

on evidence. Without those answers, innocent men may be tainted by 

false accusation and the guilty may be left to repeat sins of the past.

As your spiritual father and the shepherd of this diocese, I have prayed, 

struggled, and reflected a great deal since then to determine how I can 

best serve you. All who lead the Church have a great responsibility to 

take action against a predation that can only be called satanic. 

Unequivocally, I join my brother bishops who have already spoken out to 

identify the root cause as a crisis in holiness.  Shepherds who sincerely 

seek the Lord do not abuse the power that Our Lord has entrusted to 

them. Those who abuse this holy office fail Christ and his Church.

 
I appreciate the righteous anger expressed towards those who have 

failed to follow due process and the demands of accountability, I 

also want to assure you that I am committed to join with my brother 

bishops to address these failings. A competent independent national 

investigative body comprised of qualified professionals needs to be 

created so that if we have systemic issues within our Church, they can 

be thoroughly reviewed and addressed. I pledge my support to this 

and will allocate funds for this purpose.

I invite you to join me for a Holy Hour of Prayer for Hope & Healing 

that will be held on a recurring basis every first Tuesday of the month. 

The hour of prayer, held in the Arboretum on Christ Cathedral cam-

pus, includes Adoration, Prayer, and Confessions.

With continued gratitude, I ask you to please join with me to pray that 

our Church be purified, that all the people who have been wounded 

by abuse on the part of the clergy experience healing, and that I, along 

with the rest of Church leadership, act with wisdom, courage, and 

humility to fulfill the office that the Lord has entrusted to us.

Most Reverend Kevin W. Vann, J.C.D., D.D.

Bishop of Orange

OVERVIEW:
SAFE ENVIRONMENT

QUESTION & ANSWERS
FROM THE DIOCESE

HOLY HOUR
FOR HOPE + HEALING

A N  O V E R V I E W

“As a result of this, many of his disciples returned to their former way of life and 

  no longer accompanied him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?”   

  Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 
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The Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Orange is  
the 7th largest diocese 
in the nation and the 
2nd largest west of the 
Mississippi.

* S
ou

rc
e:

 T
he

 O
ffi

ci
al

 C
at

ho
lic

 D
ire

ct
or

y, 
20

17

D I O C E S A N  D A T A

With 1.6 million Catholics, 57 parishes, 5 Catholic 

centers, and 41 schools, the Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Orange is one of the largest, most 

diverse and fastest-growing faith communities 

in the United States. The Diocese empowers 

Catholics across Orange County to have an 

active life of faith that is integrated and woven 

into the fabric of their daily lives through the 

community and sacramental life of the Church. 

Under the leadership of Bishop Kevin Vann, 

the Diocese works to establish and support  

dynamic, vibrant parishes and schools welcoming  

all to live the Gospel with faith, joy, charity and 

unity. Christ Cathedral, the spiritual home of 

the Diocese, will be dedicated on July 17, 2019.  

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE DIOCESE OF ORANGE AT 

HTTPS://WWW.RCBO.ORG

HOW DID BISHOP VANN REACT TO THE RELEASE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA’S GRAND JURY REPORT ON AUGUST 14? 

On the feast of the Assumption of Our Lady, the 
day after the release of Pennsylvania’s Grand Jury 
report, Bishop Vann wrote a letter to be read at all 
Masses the following Sunday. In it, he told us that 
he and other leaders of the Church have a great  
responsibility to take action against a predation that 
can only be called satanic.

WHAT DEFINABLE ACTION DID HE CALL FOR?   

Appreciating the righteous anger expressed towards 
those who have failed to follow due process and the 
demands of accountability, he provided assurances 
that he is committed to join with his brother bishops 
to address these failings. He called for a competent 
independent national investigative body comprised 
of qualified professionals to review and address  
systemic issues within our Church.   He was the first 
Bishop in the United States to pledge his financial 
support for this purpose.

Bishop Vann immediately decided to schedule 
a Holy Hour of Prayer for Hope & Healing on a  
recurring basis every first Tuesday of the month. 
The hour of prayer, held in the Arboretum on Christ 
Cathedral campus, includes Adoration, Prayer, and 
Confessions.

HOW COMMITTED IS BISHOP VANN TO ENSURING 
THE SAFETY IN OUR DIOCESE OF YOUTH, YOUNG 
ADULTS, AND ADULTS GOING FORWARD?   

Under the leadership of Bishop Kevin Vann, the Dio-
cese of Orange is committed to protecting children 
and adults from all forms of abuse. This is the #1 priority! 
 

Soon after being appointed to our Diocese in 2013, Bishop  
Vann began to meet regularly with our Oversight  
Review Board. Initially, the Board was responsible to 
advise Bishop Vann on matters concerning accusations 
of sexual abuse of a minor perpetrated by a cleric. 
Based on the painful experiences he experience in his 
home Diocese of Springfield, Illinois which resulted in 
a devastating loss of trust, he decided to create a truly 
safe environment, including reviewing allegations in-
volving adults, not just minors. 

WHO IS ON THE OVERSIGHT REVIEW BOARD?

Since 2002 we have empowered an independent  
oversight review board to investigate any and all claims 
of childhood and adult sexual abuse. The chairman of 
this board is a former police chief from a number of 
South California communities, and is now the Dean 
of a Regional Criminal Justice Training Center. This 
board is made up primarily of professional lay people,  
including a physician, lawyers, a retired judge, former  
FBI personnel, a psychologist, law enforcement  
personnel and a school principal. A list of all members 
and their backgrounds is listed on www.SAFErcbo.org 

HOW DOES ONE REPORT ABUSE? WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 

SOMEONE CALLS THE ABUSE REPORTING LINE? 

We urge anyone who has been a victim of abuse in 
our diocese to report the abuse first to their local law  
enforcement authorities and then our diocese by  
calling (800) 364-3064.

The Assistance Ministry Coordinator (AMC), (a mental 
health professional) retrieves reports and accompanying  
information from the (800)-364-3064 toll free reporting  
line every day for review and appropriate response. 
The AMC contacts reporting party within 24 hours  

after picking up the message. As a California Mandated Reporter,  
the AMC’s first focus is to ensure that compliance with law  
enforcement and mandated reporting requirements have taken 
place, should the circumstances apply. 

Upon receipt of the report, the Assistance Ministry Coordinator  
will promptly respond to the reporting party and make  
contact with him or her to obtain information about the nature 
of the report and explain the report review process. 

After making contact with the reporting party, the AMC will  
inform the Director of Clergy Personnel in cases of ordained  
accused, the Director of Human Resources in cases of lay  
employee accused and the Director of Child and Youth  
Protection in cases of lay volunteer accused of the nature of 
the report. The Assistance Ministry Coordinator will also inform 
the Oversight Review Board of all reported allegations against 
clergy, lay religious women or men, employees and volunteers 
so the Board may begin its review of the claim.

The AMC will be expected to make contact with the reporting  
party (except where restricted by criminal or other legal process)  
during the claim review process in order to assess the needs of 
the reporting party, offer support and make necessary referrals 
for counseling, spiritual direction and other services to extend 
the Church’s pastoral support for the reporting party.

HOW DID BISHOP VANN RESPOND TO THE 11 PAGE TESTIMONY 

FROM ARCHBISHOP VIGANÒ?

It was very difficult for Bishop Vann to read the eleven page  
testimony. He sees Archbishop Viganò as a man of integrity, 
having known him for many years.

He believes the truth of each accusation will be established, 
and that just penalties should be imposed upon those found 
guilty with the goal of repairing scandal and restoring justice. 

  

Q&A |  HONEST QUESTIONS & HONEST ANSWERS

ABOUT THE  
ROMAN CATHOLIC 
DIOCESE OF  
ORANGE

JOIN THE OC BOOK CLUB
Each quarter you will receive 
a faith-filled book that has 
been read, reviewed and cho-
sen by Bishop Kevin Vann and 
his personal theologian, Pia 
de Soleni of the Augustine 
Institute. It is our hope that 
these theological, formative 
and inspiring books help sup-
port your journey of faith, no 
matter where you are in your 
relationship with Christ. The 
club is $80 per year which 
includes four books and 
entrance to four quarterly 
author focus events
OCCATHOLIC.COM

SUBSCRIBE TO THE
OC CATHOLIC NEWSPAPER
Keep up-to-date with local 
Catholic news when you
subscribe to the award 
winning OC Catholic print 
newspaper and OC Register. 
(Sundays only.) Published 52 
times a year!
OCCATHOLIC.COM

SIGNUP FOR
OC CATHOLIC EMAILS
Sign up to receive emails 
from the Orange County 
Catholic Newspaper.
OCCATHOLIC.COM


